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SUBJECT: DEFENCF MINISTER CRITICIZES MIDLINK 74

REF: NEW DELHI 15582

SUMMARY: DEFENSF MINiSTER SWARAN SINGH TOLD PiRLIAMENT NOVEMBER
17 THAT YHE CENTO NAVAL AND AIR EXERCISE WITLINK 5974 WAS

[HE RIGGFST HELR SO FAR AND “CANNOT BUT CAUSE CONCERN TC

i INDIA,* HE FELT THIS wREYIVAL® GF CFNTO WAS INCONSISTENT

= WITH GREAT POWER DETENTE. IT POSED NO IMMEDIATE THREAT 7O
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INDIA BUT MIGHT INCREASE TENSTON IN THE REGION. ALSO,
PAKISTAN MIGHT RE ENCOURAGED TO TAKE A TQUGHER LINE AND
THEREBY DELAY Nn?MALIZAT!ON IN THE SUBCONTINENT. INDIA.
HOWNEVER. WOULD FONTIHUE TO SEEK IMPROVEMENT IN INRO=ysS
RELATIONS. END cUMMARY

§. DEFENGCE MINIGTER SHARAN SINGH MADE THE FOLLOWING STATEWLENT
IN THE LoOK SABHA (INDIAN LCKER HOUSEy ON THE AFTERNGON CF
NOVEMBER 19, THF MINISTER WAS SPEAKING To A wCALL ATTENTInN
NOTICE REGAQDING THE REPORTED PLAN OF NATO Fonses TO HAVE
NAVAL EXERCISES IN THE NoORTHZRi. REGION OF THE 1nDIAN OCEAN

AND THE SERIOUS THREAT ARISING OUT Gp THAT,» SPONSORS Of

THE MOTTQON INCL{.DED cPI. CPM, JANA SANGH, AND_COMGRESS MPS.

2. “WE HAVE INFORMATION THAT THE NAVAL AND £73 FORCES QF tHE
UNMITED STAIES, UeKos IRANs, PAKISTAN AND TURKEY WOULD TakE

PART IN A COMBINED NAVAL AND AIR EXERCISE IN TKE

NORTHERN PART o: THE INDIAN JCEAN FRnM _NeVEMBER 19 TO

. NOVEMBER Sm.ATHz EXERCIQF Ic BEING HELD UNPER THE AUSPICEc or o
CENTO ANDVIS CORE-NAMED sMIDLINK 1974, PAKISTAN IS HOSTING ’
THE EXERCISE. THREE OF THE PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES~

UNITED STATES, t,K. AND TURKEY. ARE_ALSO MEMBERS OF THE VATO
ALLTANCE. suCH chRC1scq HAVE BE=N CONDUCTED BY CEWTO IN THE
PAST BUT THE EZERCISE PLANNED THIS YEAR 15 THE BIGGLEST KEI D 80
FAR BY THIS ALLYANCE. THESE DEVELOPMENTS CANNGT BUT C‘USE .
chCERN 10 US, THE PosstaILITY INEVITABLY INCREASES OF GR:A?
Bls-powsa RIVALRY IN THE _ INGIAN OCEAN AREA. INDIA WOLLD OwnLY
‘BE _ECHOING THE EEARS OF aN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THE
LITTORAL_COUNTRIES OF THE INDIAN OCEAN IN THIS RESARD,

3. “WE HIVE CON§IS TENTLY HELD THE VIEW THAT ANY LARGE SCAE.
_ PRESENCE OF THE NAVIES nf SodE COUNTRIES IN THE INDIAN GCgAN,
1§ BOUND To ATTRACT YHE NAVIES OF OTHERS, WCREOVER, SUCH

EXERCISES TFND 70 REINFORCE OUTDATED M!LITARY GROUPINGS AAD

ACCENTUATE TENSION IN THF REGION, ONLY THE OTHER DAY } EX.
PREssED PUBLICLY INDIA'S STRONG OPFOSITYON TO THESE NAVAL
EXERGCISES IN THF INDIAN OCEAN,

4. *INDipA HAS CONSISTENTI Y SUPPORTED EFFQRTS FOR MA‘VTAIN'NJ
THE INDIAN OCEAN AS A znnE nF PEACE. FREE FROM GREAT pPon&

RIVALRY AND MILITARY ESCALATION. WE HAVE CO-ORDINATED OUR
-EFFORTS wITH OVTHER COUNTRIES IN THE REGION T0 MORILIZE INTER

NATIONAL SUPPORY FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF THESE OBJECTIVES,
NHILST EXPRFSSING DEZP CONCERIN OVER THESE BEVELOPMENTS IN
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QUR NEIGHBOURHOND [ %0U.0H LYKE TO REITERATF AnD EMPHASISE OUR .
QESOLVE TO CONTINUE OUR FFFORTS TO ACHIEVE GREATER INTERNaTIONAL
YNDERSTANDING Fre REDUCING TENSION IN THE INDIAN CCEAN,®
... GREAT POWER PRESENCE IN T4E INDIAN OCEANZ RESPONDING To . . |

JUESTIONS. SWARAN SINGH REPEATED THE GOl oPPOSITION TO ACTIVITIES
WH1CH LED TO GRFAT POWER RIVALRY AKND HEIGHTENED TENSION 1Ia THE
REGION, HE_DREW A DISTRIwCTIIN BETKFEN BASES., SUCH AS DIErO
GARCIA, AND NAVaL SHiP PRESENCE. THE SOVIET UNION HAD A

LEGITIMATE INTEREST 1IN TRANSIT ANDHAD TOLD INDIa THAT 17 .
JOULD INGCREASE 1TS PRESENCE AS OTHERS Dlp, THE SOVIETS DENIED

THEY HAD BASES. A5 DiD THE LITTORAL COUNTRIES WHERE THE BiSES

NERE ALLEGEDLY 1 OCATED. INDIA HAD GOOD RELATIONS WITH ThEcE

[HREE STATES ANp INDIAN INFORMATION SUPPORTED THE DENIALS’

{THE LATTER IN RESPONSE_TO SPEr1FIC QUESTIONS FROM PROMOCCOW
COMMUNISTS.) INRIA FOUND 1T INCONSISTENT THAT IN THiS AGE OF

GREAT POWER DETFNTE THAT THE CENTO ALLIANCE wA~ BEING
REVIVED, THE EXERCISE _POSED NO nIMMEDIATE THRE 1T INDIA |

8UT MIGHT CREATFE TENSTON [N THE REGION AND ExPUSE COUNTRIFS
OF THE REGION TO _PRESSURFS. THE MINISTER SAIn INDIA WOULD NOTY
RAISE ANy PROTEST IN HE UN BECAUSE THE CHARTER MADE PROVIGION |

FOR DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS. AND A PROTEST HOULD SERVE NO_PUnPOSE,.
HE SAID HE woULD PASS TO THE FOREIGN MINISYER A SUGGESTION

THAT THE_AMBASSADORS AT THE CENTO PARTICIPATING STATES BE

CALLED IN AND APROTEST 1 NDGED WITH THEM. ,
6. INDO=()S RELATIONS: COMMUNIST MEMRERS CHARGED THAT

INDIAN. POLICY .ALOUNTED To. MAPPEASENENTW OF THE US AND WANTED
10 KNOW HOw THE MANEUVERS KOULD AFEECT IMPROVEMENT IN
INDO=US RELATIONS. SWARAN SINGH REPLIED THAT_ 1T WAS PRECIskLY
QECAUSE INDO-US RELATIONS WERE NOT PEREECT-~AS A RESULT 0. . _ .
DISAGREEMENT OVFR ISSUES SUCH AS THE INDIAN OCEAN==THAT IaDIA -~ 7
WISHED TO IMPROVE THEM, INDIA woulD CONTINUE 1TS EFFORTS 10 - |
IMPROVE INNC-US RELATIONS. L . e e

y. PAKISTAN: ALTHOUGH MurH OF THE DERATE CENTERED ON GREAT=-
PONER FRESENCE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, TWO MEMBERS DID ASK AaQUT,

THE AFFSCT_ON INDIA-PAKJSTAN RELATIONS. SWARAN SINGH OBSERVED=

THAT PAKISTAN HAD_NOT PARTICIPATED In CEnTO EXERCISES ‘
BETWEEN 7965 .AND 1972 AND HAD SOUGKHT TO PRESENT ITSELF AS
NON-ALIGNED. INDIA HAD 841D [T WOULD SPONSOR PAKISTANI
MEMBERSHIP IN THE NON=ALIGNED GROUP [F ONLY PAKISTAN weULR

LEAVE CENTO AND SEAT0, NoW INDIA AD TO YAKE NOTE OF

-~

BAKISTAN'S ACTION IN HOSTING ANG PARTICIPATING IN THIS CENTO
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© NAVAL EXERCISE, WHILF THF EXERCISE wOULD NCT RESULT IN_ANy
DIRECT INCREASE_[N PAKISTANI STRENGTH, IY MIGHT MAKE PAKIGTAN
FEEL IT HAD GREATER SUPPORT AND THERe 0ORF MAKE 1T MORE CIEFia
CULT YO DEAL WITH IN BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS. HOWEVER, SWACAN
SINGH REJECTED THE ARGUMENT THAT INDIA SHOULD HAVE Posvpousn
IME BIL:TERAL TALKS ON GIVIL AVIATIAN TO PRNTEST PAKISTANG
PARTICIPAT]ON It THE EXERCISE,
3. RELATIONS WITH THE UK: SWARAN SINGH REPORTEC_THAT THE i
QHANGE IN GOVERNMENT DID NOY APPEAR TO HAVE pponuCED ANY FHANGE
IN THE UK POSITION ON DIFGO GARCIA, INDIA HAD THOUGHT IT
MIGHT, BUT US PiANS WERE PROCEEDING. AND THE UK WAS
WACOUIESCING. "MOYNIHAN
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